











10 things you
should know about
Joseph Allen Stein

1. Stein's talented wife, Margaret,
furnished the interiors in several of
his buildings.

2.As an undergraduate, Stein won

a Whitney Warren Scholarship for sum-
mer study at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts
de Fontainebleau, narrowly besting
Eero Saarinen in the competition.

3.In 1947, Stein and landscape
architect Robert Royston built small
houses next door to each other

in Mill Valley, California. Stein simply
reversed his own plan for Royston,
who in turn designed both gardens.

4. Stein, Funk, Eckbo, and Royston
planned a postwar cooperative hous-
ing community called Ladera near
Palo Alto, California. It nearly died

as the financiers balked at the commu-
nity being racially integrated.

5.He found it thrilling to be in India
after independence, when Jawaharlal
Nehru was prime minister. Stein found
it akin to "coming to the United States
when Thomas Jefferson was alive.”

6. Stein loved classical music and
turned to Mozart's opera Don
Giovanni or a late Beethoven string
quartet when absorbed in a particu-
larly mighty design problem.

7.0ne project of which he was
proudest was an Indian motor-scooter
factory. Construction was so affordable
that some visiting engineers playfully
accused him of cooking the books.

8.Stein had a sly sense of humor and
was fond of quipping, “The possibilities
are tremendous. The probabilities

are terrible.”

9.ln a 1989 lecture, Stein called the
International Style “flawed...without
the depth of traditional forms

and without their endearing charms.
And what was worse, it was boring.”

10. Stein adored his time in India, and
though his wife and sons learned Hindi,
he never fully adopted the culture.
"His religion, his profession, his nation-
ality,” his son David explains, “were

all architecture.” Il

At work in San Francisco in the late 1940s community for steel workers in West Bengal
(top right), Stein built a small house for (top left). For the 1964 Escorts scooter factory
his family in nearby Mill Valley (middle). One  (bottom), he designed a roof shell system

of his first Indian projects was a housing that moderated heat, light, and noise. €@
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